
We always seek a reason why
A loved one has to go.
We search for answers desperately
But still we cannot know.

And Charging Charlie seeks to find,
Among the pain and tears,
Why God could take these Horsemen
So early in their years.

Perhaps God needs to bridge the stars
Or light some darkened day;
Or build a framework out of steel
To brace the Milky Way.

Or does He need a pipeline
Taking water to the sun?
He’s got the Horsemen with Him now;
That job would soon be done.

Poor Charging Charlie’s sadder now,
His stable’s not as full.
And other Horsemen grieve and weep,
But deployments they will pull.

Those Horsemen are still with us.
They’ll be on every tour
To watch and guide and help us out,
On that you can be sure.

SMSgt Gary Rhoads,
201st RED HORSE Flight, PaANG

From the
203rd RED HORSE Flight
Virginia Air National Guard —

Master Sergeant James Beninati
Staff Sergeant Paul J. Blancato
Technical Sergeant Ernest Blawas
Staff Sergeant Andrew H. Bridges
Master Sergeant Eric G. Bulman
Staff Sergeant Paul E. Cramer
Technical Sergeant Michael E. East
Staff Sergeant Ronald L. Elkin
Staff Sergeant James P. Ferguson
Staff Sergeant Randy V. Johnson
Senior Airman Mathrew E. Kidd
Master Sergeant Michael E. Lane
Technical Sergeant Edwin B. Richardson
Technical Sergeant Dean J. Shelby
Staff Sergeant John L. Sincavage
Staff Sergeant Gregory Skurupey
Staff Sergeant Richard Summerell
Major Frederick Watkins

From Detachment 1, 1st Battalion,
171st Aviation
Florida Army National Guard —

Chief Warrant Officer Johnny W. Duce
Chief Warrant Officer Erik P. Larson
Staff Sergeant Robert F. Ward Jr.

…Some Gave All

In memory of the 21 Guard members who died
when their C-23 transport plane crashed

March 3, 2001, near Macon, Georgia.


